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What led to the rise and success of piracy in the Caribbean Sea during the 18th century?
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Overview: During the 18th century there was a sharp rise in pirate activity in the Caribbean Sea. This era was known as the Golden Age of Piracy. During this time pirates such as Henry Morgan, Blackbeard, and William Kidd became famous. This assignment will ask you to figure out what factors led to the rise and success of piracy in the Caribbean Sea during the 18th century. 


The Documents:
	Document A: Letter of Marque (text)
	Document B: Inventory of treasure cache of William Kidd (text)
	Document C: Bermuda Sloop and Spanish Galleon (photos)
	Document D: Captain Robert’s Crew (picture)
	Document E: Journal of Jean Lafitte (text)
	Document F: Painting 30 Years War (painting)
	Document G: Caribbean Sea (map)




Document A

Source: Edwards, L., Benson, S., Stock, J. (2011). Pirates Through the Ages: Primary Sources. Farmingtin Hills, MI: Gale Cengage Learning

“Many of history’s major pirate eras began with governmental policies that encouraged the licensing, through Letters of Marque, of privateers, private ships or ship owners commissioned by their government to raid enemy ships during wartime. The actual work that pirates and privateers do is the same. They attack ships, usually merchant vessels, or coastal communities, and they use violence or the threat of violence to rob their victims of valuables, sometimes taking the ship itself as a prize. The main difference between pirates and privateers is that pirates work solely for their own profit, while privateers, at least in theory, work for their country. While piracy is illegal, privateering is considered legal, at least by the nation that licenses the privateers.”

Source: Kennedy, N. (n.d.). Letter of Marque. Retrieved from http://www.lomtheater.org/whats-a-letter-of-marque.html
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Document Analysis
1. What is a Letter of Marque?
2. What was the difference between a Pirate and a Privateer?
3. Why would a government want or need to issue a Letter of Marque?
4. How would the issuing of Letters of Marque affect the practice of piracy during the 18th century?


Document B


Source: Paine, R. (2000). The Book of Buried Treasure. Retrieved from http://www.gutenberg.org/files/33318/33318-h/33318-h.htm#img-082
[image: ]

Some pirates kept numerous treasure caches throughout their careers. The inventory above lists some of the valuables found in one of Captain William Kidd’s many caches. 
 
Based on the figures of the inventory, the cache included:
· Gold: Eleven hundred, and Eleven ounces or 70 lbs. (approx $1.4 million)
· Silver: Two Thousand, three Hundred, Fifty-three ounces or 150 lbs. (approx $47,500)
· Numerous precious stones to include 6 diamonds (approx $500,000)


Document Analysis
1. How much is the approximate value of the treasure found in the cache?
2. How would this encourage people to become pirates?
3. For what reasons do you think pirates would keep treasure caches?


Document C

	Source: The Mariner’s Museum. (n.d.). Pirates: Bermuda Sloop Retrieved from http://www.marinersmuseum.org/stamp-history/pirates-bermuda-sloop
	Source: Kirsch, P. (1990) The Galleon: the great ships of the Armada era. London, EN : Conway Maritime

	Bermuda Sloop
[image: ]
	Galleon
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	“Although some pirates felt that large ships enhanced their threatening persona, most preferred the maneuverability of smaller vessels. The ideal pirate ship was the Bermuda sloop. Derived from a Caribbean cargo ship, the sloop was fast enough to outrun most warships and small enough to hide in shallow rivers and coves where a larger vessel could not follow.”

	“The main war ship and transport ship used during the 16th and 18th centuries, the Galleon, was large enough to serve both functions. Its large size enabled it to carry large amounts of cannon, personnel, and equipment. It was especially durable during combat and stormy weather which were both frequently encountered in the Atlantic and Caribbean.” 

	
	







Document Analysis
1. What are some distinguishing features of a Bermuda sloop?
2. What are some distinguishing features of a Galleon?
3. How could either ship benefit pirates, merchants, and naval forces?
4. How could the use of specialized ships increase the success of pirates in the Caribbean?







Document D


Source: Paine, R. (2000). The Book of Buried Treasure. Retrieved from http://www.gutenberg.org/files/33318/33318-h/33318-h.htm#img-082
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Pirating offered out of work sailors a way to make a living. Most were not knowledgeable in other available jobs such as farming. Although considered dangerous work, pirates tended to live a life in which they were allowed to enjoy themselves. When in port, pirates would spend much of their booty on alcohol, gambling, tobacco and other areas of enjoyment. 
 

Document Analysis
1. What can you see the pirates doing in the picture? Are they enjoying themselves?
2. How would the lack of work and unemployed workers affect piracy?
3. How would this lifestyle affect the levels of piracy?
4. What other jobs could sailors get in the new world?




Document D


Source: Lafitte, J. (1994). The Journal of Jean Lafitte. Brandon, MS: Dogwood Press

Jean Lafitte was a French pirate which operated in the Gulf of Mexico. This is an excerpt from his journal in which he describes his older brother’s, Alexandre, return from a pirate raid.
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Document Analysis
1. How did the people treat Alexandre after his return?
2. What was he able to bring back from the raid?
3. How would the respect and wealth offered to successful pirates affect the overall level of piracy in the Caribbean?




Document E


Source: Wahlborn, C. (1855). Death of King Gustav II Adolf at the Battle of Lutzen

[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/aa/Battle_of_Lutzen.jpg/1920px-Battle_of_Lutzen.jpg]

Source: Wilson, P. (2011). The Thirty Years War: Europe’s Tragedy. Cambridge, MS: Harvard University Press

The Thirty Years' War (1618–1648) was a series of wars principally fought in Central Europe, involving most of the countries of Europe. It was one of the most destructive conflicts in European history, and one of the longest continuous wars in modern history. Although the war ended 50 years prior to the 18th century, the large scale of the war and its effects did not allow the European powers to place a significant amount of resources into the West Indies until much later. 


Document Analysis
1. Who was involved in the Thirty Years War?
2. Of these powers, which of them had interests in the Caribbean?
3. How would the amount of resources that these nations placed in the war affect what they could do in the Caribbean?
4. How would this affect piracy?


Document F


Source: Map created from various sources




Document Analysis
1. What characteristics do the pirate ports have in common?
2. Why were they located where they were?
3. How would the locations of the pirate ports in relation to the Spanish trade route affect the level of success pirates had?
4. What other benefits can you see in having pirate ports?





Bucketing- Getting Ready to Write

Bucketing

Look over all the documents and organize them into your final buckets. Write final bucket labels under each bucket and place the letter of the documents in the buckets where they belong. It is okay to put a document in more than one bucket. Remember, your buckets are going to become your paragraphs.











Thesis Development and Road Map

Use the chickenfoot below to write your thesis and roadmap. Your thesis is always an opinion and answers your document based question. The roadmap is created from your bucket labels and lists the topic areas you will examine in order to prove your thesis.






From Thesis to Essay Writing

Mini DBQ Essay Outline Guide


Working Title


Paragraph #1

Grabber

Background

Stating the question with any key terms defined and described

Thesis and roadmap

Paragraph #2

Baby Thesis for bucket one

Evidence: supporting detail from documents with document citation

Argument: connecting evidence to the thesis

Paragraph #3

Baby Thesis for bucket two

Evidence

Argument

Paragraph #4

Baby Thesis for bucket three

Evidence

Argument

Paragraph #5

Conclusion: Restatment of the main idea along with possible insight or wrinkle
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essels were sailors who had been captured and taken prisoners. Pierre and
went very close to the vessels as soon as they had been fastened to the dock.
‘posts without the rough dock workers, who were busy lowering the
‘gangplank, seeing us. Pierre and I were very curious to know how the
vessels were going to unload the cargo.

‘The first man to go down the gangplank was wrapped in a sea captain's
deep red greatcoat, his face uashaven, with a red woolen cap on his head.
He spoke with a rough voice in various tones, paying very ltle attention in
such a strange way that it was not easy to recognize him. As he came down
the gangplank, hisred hat fell off his head, and we immediately recognized
i a5 our brother Alexandre. Pierre and 1 jumped up and poured out our
souls with cries of thanks that he had returmed, unexpected, but safe with his
prize of two vessels.

Alexandre, however, allowed us only very ltle time for questions and
‘commeats, insisting that we g0 back to the house to our grandmother and.
saying that he did not have time to talk at the moment but that he was.
returning to the house latr to give a detailed account of his adventure and
his two vessels captured as booty. He immediately went fo the government
office with an accounting of his captured cargo, leaving a subordinate
captain in his employ with two assistants to guard his two vessels in the
" day afrthe arial f lexandre ha e spent it he bark and
‘govemment authorities who made an inventory record in order to convert
his cargo’s assetsinto currency. The cargo consisted of two small vessels
‘and allthe merchandise: big barrels of whale oil, barels of wheat, bales of
fiber, silk, linen, wool. tanned hides, and leather, Negro slaves, and many.
silver bars. The year, 1792, Alexandre was at the hovse for some time
because he remained in Port-au-Prince for three weeks, as best I recall. Our
‘grandmother always tied to change the subject when Alexandre talked to us
in her presence about privateers who captured vessels and drowned their
crews, giving her aslight suspicion that the scholars could be marvels of
deception at home.

Tna few days after the sale of the merchandise and slaves, Alexandre
found himself both attracted and repelled in a very complex way by all
those who antiipated the bracing effect of thelitle injection of money in
the entire city and who made him offrs of speculation in ships and
plantations in the colonies to establish the basis of a great credit business.
Alexandre was determined to eliminate any unpleasant impression from his
thoughts 50 as to be generous, and he was always very careful in giving
gifts.

In accordance with our deceptive plans for the future of not lettng our
‘randmother know our intentions, Pierre and I had to leave many of the
plans to Alexandre 5o that he would teach s about privateering. Our
‘grandmother’s opposition did not lessen our desire. On the contrary, it
‘poured oil on the fire. Pierre and I were determined, at whatever cost, to
continue with our projects, when we were men, to make plans, plans by

‘which we intended to capture every ship that sailed under the Spanish
crown.

After al the sales of ships and merchandise, Alexandre became
interested in the prospect of an enormous venture arranged by some bankers
to float 2 big loan to France since the French and the English had contended.
5o much that vital commercial voyages were doing poorly because of the
great Britsh flet. The struggle between France and England was going to
‘be very long. Regular commerce was almost completely halted, but there
was enough intermittent commerce to slip cargo through, since the fortunes
of war varied 2 lot inthe Gulf of Mexico and the Mediterrancan.

French assignats disappeared completely and their equivaleat, called

francs, subsequently the currency for France, had to come from foreign

Although it was the firs time that Alexande was the captain of 2
‘privateering vessel for himself, e was not very worried because he knew
that he had a larger vessel, well-equipped with more cannons, and ready to
set outto seaat any time.

‘Spain owned the province of Mexico—exploiting and milking it like 2
‘cow—and had all the gold and silver locked up in Mexico but was affaid to
‘move it because of the English flect operating in great numbers in the
Atlantic Ocean. Because of that, Napoleon could overcome the difficulty
with great ease

For allthose reasons, Alexandre’s future appeared magificent. Fist, his
‘plan was to capture the English vessels and thus weaken their leet, then
later o attack the Spanish commercial fleet. Alexandre and our uncles on
‘our mother's side had no scruples in regard to Spain o England, which they
considered animals of prey.

‘While Alexandre’s officers and crew prepared his large vessel for a new
‘expedition, he received a large sum as well as a letter of marque and of
credit for his subsequent privateering voyages without money concerns.

A good number of influential merchants secredly met close to where my
father's shop was located to congratulate Alexandre and his crew for their
courage. They christened his vessels Bonheur and Succés. It was strange to
see how important they considered Alexandse afier some expeditions where
e showed himself to be a skillful rivateer cannoner; because of this he
was received at dinner by the greatest names of France.

Pierre and I were still very young, and we imagined our future, based on
‘one hand upon the experience of Alexandre, and on the other upon the
intuition of Grandmother, who told us that my brother and I were destined
1o enlighten, with our pen, the throng of suffering men exploited by the.
‘brutes who ruled over them.

Inany case, the intentions of Grandmother, who believed that by the
‘power of our pens we would partiipate in the emancipation of suffering
umanity, caused a crowd of thoughts to fle through our poor heads and
‘made us feel as though we were on the edge of an abyss. We had only one
‘ope, that one day we would be able to strike a great blow, on the sea,
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William the Third, by the grace of God, King of England. Scorland, France and Ireland,
defender of the faith, &. To our erusty and well beloved €apt. Bobert RibY, commander o
the bbenture Gallep wich a cruc of 8 men and mounting 30 guns.
@reeting: Whereas weare informed, that Cape. Thomas Too, ohn Trclard, Capt. Thomas
Wake, and Cap. Williom Maze or Mace, and ocher sabject, atives or inhabicants o New—York,
‘and clcwhere, in aur plangations fn Fmerica, have assciated themselves i divers others.
wicked and ll-disposcd persons, and do, against the law of nacions, commic many and great
piracics,robberics and depredations on che scas upon the parcs of America, e n other parcs, to
the great hindrance and discouragement o rade and navgation, and 1o the great danges and hurt
of cur loving sbjects, ur alcs, and allohers, navigaring the seat pom heir fwfulaccasions. Now
Know ye, that we being desirous to prevent the loresaid mischiels, and 7 much as in uslck, to
(roindempde o il orts gt
and grant to the said Robert Ridd,

(to vhom our commissioners for exercising che ficeof Lord Ligh Admiralof €ngland, have
ranted a commission 25 a privae man—d—~war, bearing date the it day of Decembr, g5 and
aneo the commander o the sid ship for the time being, and unto the offices, mariners, and others
which shalkbe under-youe command, ull pe - authority to aprehend. scize. and take into
custodyas wel the said Cap. Thomas Too, ot Treand, Cape. Thomas Wake and Cap.
in Maze ov Mace, s all such piraces. ree=bowters, and scarovers, being,cither aur subjects,or o
ocher racions associated wich them, shich yo shall mece wich upon the sca orcoasts. with all.
cheir ships and vesscl, an all such merchandizes, mency, goods, and wares 2 shall be found on
beard, o with them, n cas they shal linglyyied o Bt i they il noeyied withaut
ighcing, then you ae by force o compel them ekl ind e alo eqire you o bring, o cause @
e broughc. such piraces frecbooters,or sca—rovers, a5 you shallseze, 02 Jegal trial. f the end
chey may b procecded according o the faw i such cascs Fnd yee do hercby command all
our aficrs, ministers, and other o cur lovivg subjects hatsocver, o be aiding and assising to you
i the premises. ind e do herehy enfon you 0 kecp an exact furnal of o proceedings i
cxccaion o the premiscs, and set doven the names ofsuch piates, and of their ficers nd
any. andthe names of i ships and vesecl as you shall by e of these presents take and
scize, and the quanticics of arms, ammanition, provision, e bdin,of such shipsand the truc

aluc of the same. 2 near as o can e &
B INESS whereol, se have caused our great seal o England o be affed o these resencs.
s e ot S e T T O L
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